Motion 1: This House Would ban home-schooling
Some background information
Some parents prefer to teach their children themselves. They are allowed to take their children
out of school completely, but must give them a full-time education. They don’t have to follow
the national curriculum though.
There are lots of things that can be good about home schooling. Some families think it brings
them closer to spend so much time together and for parents to see their children grow and
learn. Parents like having flexibility over the content of lessons and can try to pace them just
right for their child’s needs. People sometimes choose to home-school for a variety of other
reasons, from religious beliefs to bullying to disagreements with local schools.
There are no guarantees though, and critics wonder what happens when teaching is perhaps not
well delivered by parents, or if flexibility is misused. It could also be stifling to spend so much
time with parents and siblings and miss out on playing with others.
Key facts
- Around 0.5% of children are home-schooled in the UK, although this figure is 3.5% in the USA.
- ‘Free schools’ and academies are increasing in number and do not have to follow the national
curriculum.
Activities for the class or club
1/ Why is schooling important? What do we hope the benefits are?
Students should individually brainstorm these questions for a few minutes and then feed back
into a class discussion. Keep a list on the board. Top-up with anything from the list below that
gets missed.
To learn facts and information
To learn skills that will be useful for secondary school
To learn life skills
To learn how to socialise and get on with people
Learn how to get into a routine and work hard
To have fun and see friends

2/ In pairs or small groups ask students to rank the list from most to least important and
discuss their reasons. This task doesn’t have a ‘correct’ answer, and if questions like ‘Important
to whom?’ come up students should be encouraged to explore them. Feed back to a class
discussion.
3/ In their groups now ask students to consider competing priorities – can they find priorities
on the list which might conflict with each other? How? When students find a set of conflicting
priorities they should discuss how they might try to resolve it.
Questions for students to ask themselves
Can you think which groups of parents might want to home-school their children? What if they
frequently move? Have a particular set of religious beliefs?
Do you think parents are likely to be as good at teaching their children as teachers are?
What sorts of things do you think parents might want to leave out from the national curriculum
when teaching their children? Is this a good thing?
Do you think home-schooled children miss out on the social aspect of school? Is this important?
How else might they get that kind of social contact?
Some further resources
bbc.co.uk/news/education-35133119
theguardian.com/education/2017/jan/24/teacher-takes-children-out-school-education-suecowley
standard.co.uk/lifestyle/london-life/schools-out-forever-why-super-rich-parents-are-opting-toeducate-their-children-using-private-tutors-10044511.html
theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/nov/06/state-sometimes-wiser-than-parents

Motion 2: This House Would return all significant cultural artefacts to their
country of origin
Some background information
Museums around the world contain many beautiful cultural artefacts that originated in other
countries. For example, the Elgin Marbles were taken from the Parthenon in Greece and are now
in the British Museum.
Many countries have asked for these artefacts to be returned to their country of origin, saying
they have the closest attachment to the artefacts which may be important parts of their culture
and history. They also want to attract tourists and visitors to their cities and museums.
However, those holding the artefact suggest they are important on a global scale and that as many
people as possible should be allowed to see them. And major museums can show objects in the
context of other treasures from throughout history. Sometimes objects are better protected in the
museums where there are now, as in some cases there are unstable or unsuitable circumstances
elsewhere.
Most museums and countries have refused requests for the return of artefacts. Do you think they
should return them?
Key facts
- The British Museum holds more than 13 million objects, collected from all over the world. A
tiny fraction of them are on display at any one time.
- More than 20 countries have made requests for artefacts to be returned, including from the
British Museum, from German museums and from private collections.
- The British Museum is the most popular attraction in Britain, drawing over 6 million visitors each
year.
Activities for the class or club
We are designing a museum of your local area. Individually or in groups students will need to
decide what would go in it. Why would those objects be important?
Once students have some ideas about the contents of the museum they should plan how they
would display them – what would be near to what? This be done as discussion, written work or art
piece with supporting discussion/text
Next, design a home for a famous object. Choose a famous object, like one of the examples
below. We are building a display for it. Again, what objects might you want to surround it with,
and why?
Example objects –
Tutankhamun’s mask

Jules Rimet World Cup trophy
An original Shakespeare folio
The Crown Jewels
Questions for students to ask themselves
Who do you think has the closest connection to a cultural artefact?
How valuable is it to keep a collection of foreign objects in a British museum? Does it help people
to learn and understand foreign cultures?
Some artefacts are taken on tours of museums in their country of origin, before returning to
museums elsewhere. Do you think this is a fair compromise?
Some further resources
mic.com/articles/76321/9-priceless-artifacts-museums-should-return-to-their-home-countries#.
IMhvp5cmz
theguardian.com/artanddesign/jonathanjonesblog/2014/nov/04/art-worlds-shame-parthenon-elginmarbles-british-museums
britishmuseum.org/about_us/news_and_press/statements/parthenon_sculptures/trustees_
statement.aspx
globalpolicy.org/humanitarian-issues-in-iraq/consequences-of-the-war-and-occupation-of-iraq/
destruction-of-iraqs-cultural-heritage.html

Motion 3: This House Would set aside University places for children from
disadvantaged backgrounds
Some background information
A university education is a goal for many people, and it can lead to benefits throughout life. Not
everyone who wants to go to a university can get in, and for the best universities competition is
fierce. People from disadvantaged backgrounds often face more barriers to getting top grades
and to accessing University.
Universities do a lot of work at the moment to increase access to their courses, with mixed
results. Setting aside places is one approach that has been tried by some.
Discussions of university admission often talk about fairness. Is it fair to a student who has
worked hard to get very good grades to miss out? But, is it fair that some students have much
tougher circumstances and less help? And how will students who know less manage at university?
Different things seem fair to different people.
Key facts
- While 14% of British children go to a private school during Sixth Form, people who went to
private school make up a significant number of students at the best Universities, for example
around 4 in 10 students at Oxford and Cambridge were privately educated.
- On average graduates earn around £200,000 more over their working lifetimes than nongraduates.
Activities for the class or club
1/ Introduce the class to the ideas of ‘equality of opportunity’ and ‘equality of outcome’
Those who support ‘equality of outcome’ favour situations where everyone ends up with the
same amount of a valuable commodity. For example, if we were distributing chocolate in a
classroom, supporters of ‘equality of outcome’ would want everyone to be given the same
amount of chocolate. The important thing for supporters of ‘equality of outcome’ is the
outcome, or final result, being equal (everyone has the same amount of chocolate at the end of
the distribution).
Those who support ‘equality of opportunity’ favour situations where everyone is given an equal
opportunity to access a valuable commodity. For example, if we were distributing chocolate in a
classroom, supporters of ‘equality of opportunity’ would want everyone to have an equal chance
to compete for chocolate – perhaps a competition of who has scored well in a test or worked
hardest that day. This is of course likely to lead to an uneven outcome – some people will ‘win’
more chocolate than others, and some may receive no chocolate at all. The important thing for

supporters of ‘equality of opportunity’ is that everyone has an equal opportunity or chance of
receiving the valuable commodity (everyone can enter the contest to win the chocolate.)
Present the class with the below list of goods and services. In pairs or small groups ask them
to categorise each as something that should be provided equality of opportunity or equality of
outcome.
Healthcare when you are ill
Non-essential cosmetic surgery
A home to live in
Learning to play a musical instrument
Taking part in sports/PE at school
Taking part in an elite sports programme, e.g. attending a specialist football academy
Fresh fruit and vegetables
A meal at a nice restaurant
2/ Ask groups to pick one example from each of their lists. How would they provide the good or
service to the standard they felt should be met?
3/ Now groups should consider what change in circumstances might make them change a card
from one category to the other. Why?
Questions for students to ask themselves
What should University be about? Should it reward the students who do the best at A-Levels, or
should it try to spread the opportunities they give as widely as possible?
Why is it harder for students from poorer backgrounds to get to University? Is a system that
admits based on grades fair to those students?
Which students will benefit most from University?
Some further resources
ox.ac.uk/about/increasing-access/widening-access-and-participation
bbc.co.uk/news/education-38301844
spiked-online.com/newsite/article/universities-are-patronising-poor-students/19131

