Motion 1: This House Would Ban Smoking
Some background information
Smoking is a major public health problem in the UK. It is very addictive and can lead to a wide
range of serious illnesses. Despite this a significant proportion of the population still smoke. In
recent years the government has increasingly restricted smoking, clamping down on advertising,
raising the age at which tobacco products can be bought, banning smoking in public areas and
more. These measures have reduced the number of smokers somewhat.
Many campaigners feel that the government should go even further and ban tobacco products
completely. There are concerns with this position, however. Many argue that the government
shouldn’t stop people making choices, even if those choices aren’t the best for them. There are
other worries about creating a black market – prohibition of drugs and alcohol has often resulted
in wide sales of illegal, unregulated products. These may be even more harmful, and the money
used to fund organised crime.
There is no easy answer to the problems of tobacco. What do you think we should do?
Key facts
- Around 16% of adults in the UK smoke – nearly 7.6 million people
- Around 100,000 deaths each year are attributable to smoking
- The government spends £4.5 billion each year as a result of smoking, and raises £9.5 billion in
extra taxes
Activities for the class or club
Do these situations really give you a full and fair choice? If not, why not?
Try to compose a list of factors that we need to think about when asking if choices are OK.
You are very ill and a doctor offers you a choice between an experimental drug and a new type
of surgery. “Quickly,” she says, “You need to choose now. Well, what will we do, A or B?”
Someone has a gun to your head and says they’ll shoot you unless you eat some cake.
You are penniless and starving. Someone offers you £20 to let them punch you in the face.

Your parent says you can play computer games instead of coming down for dinner, but your
computer will be confiscated for a week afterwards if you do.
You have to choose what to wear to see your friends today. You know they will all be wearing
pink.
Someone shows you a black box with a hole in the side and offers you £10 to put your hand into
the box.
Questions for students to ask themselves
Should the government try to stop people doing anything which could harm them? Could it do
so?
How important is it to be allowed to make choices about your life? Why?
Do you think some people would still want to buy cigarettes? What other choices might they
have?

Some further resources
bbc.co.uk/news/health-26135266
theconversation.com/bring-on-the-end-of-tobacco-use-but-not-a-total-ban-tomorrow-8881
theguardian.com/society/2003/dec/05/smoking.publichealth

Motion 2: This House Believes That the UK should give up its nuclear weapons
Some background information
The UK is one of a small number of countries which has nuclear weapons. It is thought to hold
around 200 nuclear weapons, each one of which would be big enough to wipe out Central London.
It always has a submarine armed with nuclear weapons patrolling the sea, so it can retaliate if
necessary. This is part of the support for nuclear weapons, that the threat of ‘mutually assured
destruction’ will prevent any other country from using nuclear weapons first. It does largely seem
to have worked since World War 2. However, that may just have been good luck, and likely relies
much more on the USA’s huge nuclear arsenal. Some also question whether it would be moral to
inflict such huge damage on another country, even if they attacked us first.
The program costs around £2 billion pounds a year (the amount spent on the NHS every week)
and supports around 6,000 jobs. The system (often called ‘Trident’) will soon need replacing at a
significantly higher cost.
While very low, any activity involving nuclear material carries risks. Perhaps an accident, or even
worse the accidental use of one of the weapons.
Trident has never been used and is mostly thought of as an expensive deterrent. Do you think we
should keep it?
Key facts
- There are currently eight or nine countries thought to have nuclear weapons
- The USA & Russia each have nearly 7,000, no other nation has more than 300
- The replacement for Trident is estimated to cost at least £40 billion
Activities for the class or club
The government has announced that there is a million pounds of extra money available to be
spent in the local region. Students are representing advocacy groups supporting different proposals
for how to spend this money. Give each student/group a proposal like the ones on the list below,
or let them choose their own (you should approve these to make sure they are suitable and that
there is a variety of different positions).
More teachers
Build a new park with a football pitch/athletics track
Put on local events e.g. music festivals or fairs
Free entry to local leisure centre/swimming pool
More nurses
Increased city centre parking
Reduce income tax
Every school age student gets a musical instrument

More bike lanes
More money for libraries so they can stay open/have more staff or facilities
More support for homeless people
Round 1 - In this round each advocacy group will write and deliver a short speech about why their
proposed spending is best within a certain category of their choice. So, for example, ‘spending on
more nurses’ might want to argue that their proposal would ‘save most lives’; ‘provide increased
city centre parking’ might claim that their proposal would ‘boost the economy most’.
Give students some time to write these speeches of up to about 1 minute. They don’t necessarily
need to compare with every other proposal, but should be comparative with at least some.
For some groups, you may wish to begin by making a mind-map of possible ‘trump’ categories on
the board.
Round 2 – Each proposal may be best at something, but this doesn’t yet allow us to choose which
is best overall.
In this round the advocacy groups will argue that their policy should be selected by the
government. In order to do this they will have to argue not only that they are better than the
others at something, but also explain why that means that overall they are best choice for
spending. So now it is not enough to explain why you are best at ‘x’ but also why this is more
important than the benefits of other proposals. For example, someone defending ‘more nurses’
might suggest that ‘saving more lives’ is more important than ‘boosting the economy most’.
Again, give students some time to write these speeches.
Next, consider nuclear weapons. What categories might they be considered ‘best’ in? Why are
those categories desirable or important? From the other side, what are the weak points of nukes?
Why?
Questions for students to ask themselves
A nuclear weapon could destroy a very large area and kill millions of people. In what situation
might the UK ever use a nuclear weapon?
The UK has a lot of power internationally. Do you think that comes from having nuclear weapons?
Would we risk that power if we got rid of nuclear weapons?
Does having nuclear weapons make it harder to encourage other countries to give up their own
nuclear weapons? Why or why not? How important is this?
Are the benefits of the nuclear development worth the cost?
Some further resources
bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-13442735
theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/jul/17/economically-and-militarily-keep-trident-nuclear-deterrent
independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/trident-vote-submarine-nuclear-missile-deterrent-what-is-it-replacement-how-much-cost-debate-a7142881.html

Motion 3: This House Believes That education policy should be set by a panel of
experts, not by politicians
Some background information
The government’s policies on education are hugely important for the future of the country. The
vast majority of young people are educated in schools funded by the state and most of those
who go into further education are also subject to government policy. There are many critics of
policy-making in this area, however.
Politicians often like to change policies to match their beliefs about what is best and to bring
about the sort of system they favour. This can lead to lots of frequent change and instability
which is unhelpful for teachers and students who like to be able to plan ahead. While MPs often
listen to expert opinion they are generally not education experts and so these policy changes are
not always grounded in best practise.
Experts do have their limitations as well, of course. Politicians point to narrow thinking within
a specific field, when the government needs to consider a wide range of priorities and balance
between them. Experts also lack a democratic mandate as the people are not able to vote them
in and out of power if they are unhappy with how things are done. Other people ask ‘Which
experts’?
Education policy is hugely important, so who do you think should be making the decisions?
Key facts
- The annual budget for schools in England & Wales is around £50 billion
- Major exams have been changed several times in the last decade. The rules for school
inspection have changed even more frequently – 6 times since 2010
Activities for the class or club
Introduce the class to the terms ‘democratic,’ making decisions through the group’s choices &
‘technocratic,’ making decisions through choices by those with relevant technical expertise. Put
these two terms at each end of a line on the board.
We are a mixed group of survivors with different backgrounds and skills and we have just been
stranded on an uninhabited island. The group contains a doctor, a teacher, a farmer, and some
ordinary office workers.
We face a series of challenges to our survival on this desert island and will have to make some
difficult choices. In groups have students consider each of the problems below and consider how
they would make the decision – would they tend towards a more democratic or technocratic
system?

One of the group injures the leg and you need to decide how to treat it.
The wound becomes badly infected and they are slowing you down as you desperately hunt for
water. You need to decide whether to leave them behind or risk taking them along.
You need to decide who will keep watch at night. Some people don’t want to interrupt their
sleep.
You need to choose a location to set up camp. One choice has nice views. Another seems to have
fertile soil.
You see some other people. Some of your group think they look hostile. Do you try to talk to
them?
Discuss as a class where on the line people felt each decision should lie – why did they make
these choices?
Questions for students to ask themselves
What special skills/attributes do politicians have, and what special skills/attributes does a panel
of experts have?
What are the advantages and disadvantages of being (a) accountable to the public or (b) an
education expert when making education policy decisions?
Can you think of some examples of education policy decisions that (a) education experts and (b)
politicians would and wouldn’t make?
Some further resources
telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/11470046/Pupils-struggling-to-keep-up-witheducation-changes-headteachers-warn.html
epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/free-schools-england/
nytimes.com/2013/05/24/us/24iht-letter24.html

Grand Final Motion: This House Would ban transport workers from going on strike
Some background information
Transport workers, such a tube drivers, train guards and station staff are vital parts of the
public transport system which moves millions of people each day. Like any other workers they
sometimes find negotiations with their employers breaking down and need to take further
action. As a last resort this can take the form of going on strike – removing their labour for
a given spell of time. Many strikes are threatened and then cancelled after breakthroughs in
negotiations.
These jobs are frequently quite well paid but can also be tougher than we might think – the
hours spent underground driving a tube can be hard to handle. Strikes are an important tool to
get fair treatment over wages and working conditions because employers tend to hold much
more wealth and power than their employees. Workers sometimes also strike against changes
they feel will make passengers less safe.
Strikes can be very disruptive, however. Shutting down the tube system in London leaves millions
of commuters with very limited choices about getting to work. Is this really fair to so many
other people trying to do their jobs? This disruption is part of the point of the strike, but in a
system where we are so reliant on their work it can be seen as giving them too much power.
Should transport workers be allowed to strike, or should we find some other way to resolve
disputes? What do you think?
Key facts
- The cost of a day’s tube strike has been estimated at anywhere between £50 and £300 million
to the London economy
- The transport sector account for around 65% of all days lost to strikes in the UK
- Tube drivers can earn more than £50,000 per year. The most junior TfL station staff make less
than half of that.
Activities for the class or club
Draw a line on the board, marked “Most Essential” at one end, and “Least Essential” at the
other. Place the following professions on the line according to how essential you think they are:
Firefighters, Soldiers, Riot Police, Ambulance Drivers, 999 Call Operators, Postmen and
postwomen, Air Traffic Controllers, Tube Drivers, Police Officers, Teachers
Now draw a line on the board, with “Most replaceable” at one end, and “Least replaceable at
the other”. Place the same professions on this line, according to how easy it would be to get
other people to do their job for the day if they were on strike.

Next, draw a line on the board with “Most dangerous work environment” at one end, and “Least
dangerous work environment at the other”. Place the same professions on this line, according to
how dangerous their work environment is.
Why might this be a relevant factor in deciding on rights to strike?
Lastly, draw a line on the board, with “Should have strong rights to strike” at one end, and
“Should have no right to strike” at the other. Place the same professions on this line, according
to how strongly you feel they should be allowed to strike.
Questions for students to ask themselves
Why might transport workers go on strike? Would it just be about their own interests, or perhaps
the interests of others too?
What will the consequences be for people who rely on public transport? Do you think there are
ways to manage the problems?
If transport workers can’t strike, will this change how they’re treated? Or how the public view
them?
Some further resources
theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/jun/06/northern-rail-workers-strike-rmt-train-guards
independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/tube-strikes-latest-jubilee-line-cancelled-londonunderground-tfl-unions-a8385196.html

