Motion 1: This House Would prioritise teaching popular fiction rather than
classic literature in English classes
Some background information
Set texts assigned for English classes in school provide one of the routes to encourage students
to read books. At a time where young people have many varied media choices, when libraries
are closing, and many young people have few books at home, these assigned works may be seen
to take on even more importance. The books chosen are often considered examples of great
literature, frequently old and esteemed. This has advantages: they are well written, display
examples of powerful writing and literary techniques. They provide cultural capital and are
often said to contain universal themes that are always relevant. They can come across as dry,
out of date and inaccessible, however, through setting, language and themes.
Excitement for reading among young people recently has been driven by popular fiction, with
series like Harry Potter, Twilight and The Hunger Games attracting huge audiences. While
arguably not as well written these books have demonstrable ability to engage and excite their
readers. Might it be better to prioritise engagement and enthusiasm over ‘literary value’? Or
should we maybe focus on making the classics interesting?
Useful facts
- The ‘Harry Potter’ series has sold around 500 million copies worldwide, the ‘Diary of a Wimpy
Kid’ books nearly 200 million and ‘Twilight’ 120 million.
- ‘Don Quixote’ alone has sold around 500 million copies, ‘A Tale of Two Cities’ 200 million.
- One recent study estimated more than 75% of 12-14 year olds read one book or fewer per month.
- GCSE English requires study of one work by Shakespeare and one novel from the 19th century.
Activities for the class or club
It is important in debating to make arguments that are not only well-explained but also
comparative to the other side. These exercises will help explore this topic and also develop
comparative analysis skills.
Accessible to young readers
Appealing to young readers

Demonstrating good literature/language skills
Plot depth/depth of themes
Relatable characters?
Conversely to above, expose to new perspectives?
1. Students should be in groups of five or six. Each group is given one of the above reasons why
we might choose a certain book for study in English classes. Each student must think of a book
that they feel demonstrates their given reason well.
Give the class a few minutes to prepare short speeches to describe their book, and then why
their book demonstrates the given reason. Students should then deliver these short speeches to
their group.
After the speeches groups should have a short discussion about them and their chosen books,
and what elements of their books are particularly important to the group’s given reason.
2. Next you should reorganise the groups so that the newly formed groups have one person
representing each of the above reasons. Again, give them a few minutes to prepare a short
speech, this time explaining why their given reason is the most important one in considering
what books should be chosen in English classes.
3. From here students can discuss the given motion, “This House Would prioritise teaching
popular fiction rather than classic literature in English classes” either in groups or as a class.
Questions for students to ask themselves
Are there books you’ve read in school that have engaged you, or that you’ve struggled to enjoy?
What made them interesting or not?
Think of your favourite books. Do you think you would enjoy them as much if you were forced to
read them for class?
How much do you think it matters if people aren’t reading as many books? What else might they
be doing with their time?
Some further resources
theconversation.com/teenagers-arent-reading-enough-tough-books-heres-why-thatmatters-91932
educationworld.com/a_curr/voice/voice104.shtml
bbc.co.uk/news/education-22540408

Motion 2: This House Would allow the sale and purchase of human organs
Some background information
Some people need an organ transplant in order to save their lives or dramatically improve their
quality of life. They rely on donations, sometimes from generous living donors, and from those
who pass away who have registered as donors. However, there is a shortage of available organs,
meaning often people have to wait for a long time, or don’t get the treatment they need. At the
moment you are not allowed to pay someone in return for donating their organs; it can only be a gift.
There are hopes that new technologies will help to fill the gaps. Artificial organs, xenotransplants
from animals and other options have been suggested but are not yet able to fill the shortfall. One
possible option would be to allow people to be paid for their organs, as being offered money in
return for something generally incentivises people to offer it for sale. Some sceptics worry about
who would end up doing the buying and the selling and wonder if it’s right to view our bodies in
this way.
Do you think a market for human organs would solve the problems of shortages and waiting lists?
Useful facts
- There are around 7,000 people currently on waiting lists for organ transplants.
- Around 40% of the public are registered as donors, though nearly 66% say they would be willing to give.
- The WHO estimates that over 10,000 unregulated black-market kidney transplants take place
each year.
Activities for the class or club
1. Imagine that you are millionaires. Ask students to sort this list of things into two categories –
things they think they would be willing to sell, and those they wouldn’t.
Discuss in groups what features of the things made them fit into one category or the other. Can
they find any patterns?
A kidney (while alive)
Most treasured possession
An eye (while alive)
A year of their work
Some clothes that don’t fit any more
A kidney (after your death)
An hour of work per day
A fancy sportscar you’ve been given

2. Next imagine that they suffer some losses and now have a flat and an ordinary income. Sort the
list again - what changes?
Discuss in groups any things that changed category. What about the things and the change in
circumstances made these items ones to be changed?
3. Finally, imagine that they desperately want something expensive and need to raise money
quickly for it. Sort the list again - what changes?
Discuss what it would be like to be buying each thing from someone wanting money quickly. How
would you feel? Is this a fair deal?
Questions for students to ask themselves
Who would be willing to sell their organs? Who would be able to buy them?
What would happen to organ donations if now you could sell your organs?
Would the number of organs available increase overall? What would the change mean for patients?
Some further resources
independent.co.uk/news/science/pig-human-transplant-organs-xenotransplantation-crispr-cas9pervs-porcine-retrovirus-a7887071.html
theconversation.com/is-it-ethical-to-purchase-human-organs-60990
theguardian.com/science/2018/feb/17/breakthrough-as-scientists-grow-sheep-embryos-containinghuman-cells
theguardian.com/society/2017/sep/04/silence-transplants-deadly-organs-shortage-nhs

Motion 3: This House Would allow 14 year-olds to vote in local elections
Some background information
Voting is a very important right and duty in a democracy providing citizens a chance to shape
how they are governed and what issues are prioritised. Young people have opinions and are
obviously affected by political decisions but often feel disenfranchised because they have no
vote. Evidence suggests they are happy to turn out when care about issues but too often they
feel ignored and left out. Turnout in elections among young people when they can in English
elections is low.
Local councils are responsible for proving services to the community, many of which directly
impact young people and which they certainly have opinions about. Are they too immature, or
not well enough informed?
People younger than 18 have had an important say in major national questions, such as the 16 &
17 year-olds who voted in Scotland’s independence referendum. In Scotland and Wales 16 & 17
year-olds can already vote in local elections. So is it time to allow younger people to have their
voices heard in local elections?
Key facts
- Local elections have different voting requirements from national elections. People such as
resident EU citizens can vote in local elections.
- Despite talk of a ‘youthquake’ at the 2017 General Election, voters aged 18-24 are still much
less likely to vote than older voters.
- In 2018 local authorities will spend nearly £200 billion of taxpayers’ money
Activities for the class or club
1. Students are going to create a ranked list of things a local council might have influence over.
Ask them to consider each of these three questions and then put the list below in ranked order.
How many people does this function effect?
How big is the effect on those people?
How many alternative choices to the people effected have if things go badly?
Education
Transport
Littering & graffiti
Fire and public safety

Parks
Libraries
Rubbish collection & waste management
2. Using the same list of local council responsibilities, ask students to rank them by how much
adult life experience and knowledge they think are needed to have a valid opinion about it.
3. Ask students to compare their two lists. Discuss in their groups whether their lists match up
or not, and why. Do they think younger people should be given a vote in local elections?
Questions for students to ask themselves
Think about all of the 14 year-olds you know. Could they make good decisions? What
characteristics might help or hinder them?
What about adults? Will all of them make good, well-reasoned decisions?
Why is it important to have a say about things that effect you? What does it feel like to have no
input into decisions?
Some further resources
theguardian.com/politics/2017/may/18/how-solve-youth-voting-crisis-voter-registrationelection
independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/theresa-may-voting-age-16-right-to-vote-engaged-politicsgeneral-election-2017-a7736091.html
local.gov.uk

