INTRODUCTION TO REASONING

WEEK 1

Learning Objective

ESU RESOURCES

To understand that opinions need to be supported with reasons.

Balloon Debate character sets
Choice pairs

Introduction (10 minutes)
Chose a volunteer to help model the activity. Select characters for you
and your volunteer to become.
[Volunteer’s character and your character] are in a hot air balloon, flying
over dangerous shark-infested waters. The balloon starts running out
of air and is beginning to sink. In order to survive, we must throw one
person overboard. Who should it be?
Discuss who should be saved, ensuring the pupils give a clear reason
for their opinion that you can break down into a point (headline) and
explanation.
Check pupils have understood that a clear reason must be given. Use the
prompt “Why? Because…” to stimulate responses.

DIFFERENTIATION

Main Activity: Balloon Debate (40 minutes)

HINTS AND TIPS

Separate the class into groups of four or five. Arrange some chairs
at the front of the room to represent the hot air balloon. Ask each
group to nominate a representative who will go in the balloon. Each
representative will take on a character. You should assign a character to
each. See Hints & Tips for suggestions or use one of the character sets.
Allow the groups 5-10 minutes to prepare the reasons why their
representative should stay in the balloon. Each group should develop two
or three reasons.

Suggested characters:
Political figures
Musicians
Fictional characters
Historical figures

Allow the pupils to work in mixed
ability groups to promote peer
support.
Extension activity:
An extra round in the Balloon
Debate may ask pupils to compare
their character to another,
explaining why theirs is better
using clear criteria.

Chosen characters do not need to
have a common theme

Ensure all the pupils have at least two clear reasons for their character.
Each group representative will take their place in the ‘balloon’ and take
it in turns to present their reasons. Then allow the audience members
to evaluate the reasons and vote on who should be thrown out of the
balloon. There is another round of presentations and another vote. You
can have as many or as few rounds as you like.

Plenary (10 minutes)
Discuss what made some reasons more effective than others.
Show some of the ‘choice pairs’ on the board. Each pair shows two
items/activities e.g. ‘football & basketball’ or ‘pizza & cake’. In pairs
have pupils explain to their partners which they prefer, using the “I
prefer XX. Why? Because…” structure.

KEY VOCABULARY
Word Bank:
It will be useful to keep an
ongoing word bank of effective
persuasive vocabulary that the
pupils can add to as they progress
through the sessions.

PROGRESSION AND ATTAINMENT
Reasoning & Evidence

Organisation & Prioritisation

Giving a clear reason for an opinion that is broken down into a point
and explanation is the first step towards “Use of PEEL to develop an
argument”.
Developing two or three reasons why their character should stay in the
balloon should help pupils to separate their ideas, which is a prerequisite
for learning to explicitly structure a speech.
Group work and voting offers an opportunity for peer feedback on argument
relevance & priority

